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On May 18, Panamanian electoral authorities released final results from the May 8 elections for the
Legislative Assembly. The official results confirmed earlier speculation that president-elect Ernesto
Perez Balladares will not count on a majority of seats in the legislature when his administration
takes office on Sept. 1. According to the final results, Perez's Revolutionary Democratic Party
(Partido Revolucionario Democratico, PRD) will have 31 seats. In addition, Perez can count on four
additional votes in the legislature, one each from deputies representing the Liberal and the Liberal
Republicano parties, and two from the Partido Solidaridad. This will still leave Perez short of a
majority in the 72-seat chamber, forcing him to negotiate for votes on a case-by-case basis.
Given his narrow victory in the presidential race (see NotiSur 05/13/94), plus the lack of a majority
in the legislature, Perez has promised that his will be a government of consensus and national
reconciliation. In fact, on May 17, Perez appointed four new cabinet ministers who are either from
opposition parties or are political independents.
According to the official results, seats in the Legislative Assembly will be divided as follows: Partido
Revolucionario Democratico, 31; Partido Arnulfista, 15; Movimiento Papa Egoro, 6; Movimiento
Liberal Republicano Nacionalista, 5; Partido Liberal, 4; Renovacion Civilista, 3; Partido Liberal
Autentico 2 Partido Solidaridad 2 Partido Democrata Cristiano 1 Partido Laborista, 1; Liberal
Republicano, 1; Movimiento de Renovacion Nacional, 1.
The results of the legislative elections were not released until ten days after the voting due to a large
number of challenges and charges of fraud that had to be investigated by the Electoral Tribunal.
Due to these irregularities, authorities have still not released results from the municipal balloting.
Meanwhile, deputy-elect Bolivar Pariente, a member of President Guillermo Endara's Partido
Arnulfista, announced on May 19 that seven parties with representatives in the new legislature have
agreed to form an opposition alliance. However, the alliance will fall short of the majority needed
to defeat legislation introduced by Perez. Pariente, a former deputy economy minister, said the
opposition will be "strong and forceful, but constructive."
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